
Pedestrian Safety 
Strategic Highway Safety Plan – Emphasis Area 7 

2016 Winter Workshop 



Delaware vs. the Nation 

Pedestrian fatalities per 
100,000 population 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Delaware 1.85 2.41 1.69 2.45* 1.98 2.94* 2.70* 

District of Columbia 3.23* 1.52 2.33 2.15 1.29 1.11 1.39 

Kentucky 1.04 1.57 0.95 1.40 1.14 1.12 1.25 

Maryland 2.06 2.06 1.98 1.75 1.75 1.63 1.82 

North Carolina 1.89 1.73 1.56 1.77 1.66 2.02 1.76 

Virginia 1.14 0.98 0.93 0.91 0.90 1.20 0.91 

West Virginia 1.49 0.72 1.15 0.70 1.08 1.67 1.51 

Max. State Rate/Year * 2.67 (FL) 2.51 (FL) * 2.57 (FL) * * 

Min. State Rate/Year 0.38 
(WY) 

0.28 
(NE) 

0.37 
(WY) 

0.44 
(NE) 

0.38 
(NH) 

0.24 
(SD) 

0.14 
(ND) 

States that make up Mid-Atlantic Region 

Information is provided by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 



Pedestrian Questionnaire 

Purpose: Learn your opinions 
and practices pertaining 
Pedestrian Safety….Are we 
missing something? 



Mission of the SHSP:  

Toward Zero Deaths aims to eliminate 
fatalities and serious injuries on 
Delaware’s roadways through a multi-
agency approach that utilizes 
education, enforcement, engineering, 
and emergency medical service 
strategies. 

Goal of the SHSP: 

Toward Zero Deaths is to achieve a 
reduction of at least 3 fatalities and 15 
serious injuries annually and continue to 
reduce the total number of fatalities and 
serious injuries to achieve at least a 50 
percent reduction by 2035. 

http://deldot.gov/information/community_programs_and_services/DSHSP/ 



Emphasis Areas Ranked by % of Fatalities & Serious Injuries 
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Emphasis Area 2007 - 2014 2010 - 2014
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Fatalities Serious Injuries

Pedestrians 



Significant clusters of pedestrian fatalities: 

• US 40/US 13 in NCC 

• SR 2 

• City of Wilmington 

• US 13 in Dover area 

• SR 1 in Lewes/Rehoboth Beach area 

• US 113 between Milford and Georgetown 

Pedestrians – Where? 



36% 

18% 

10% 

23% 

9% 

0

50

100

150

200

250

Interstate Other Expy/
Freeways

Other
Principal
Arterials

Minor
Arterials

Major
Collectors

Minor
Collectors

Local Unknown

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

Fa
ta

lit
ie

s 
an

d
 S

e
ri

o
u

s 
In

ju
ri

e
s 

Roadway Functional Classification 

 Fatalities 
 Serious Injuries 
 

% of Total Pedestrian Fatalities & Serious Injuries 

74% of pedestrian fatalities & 

50% of seriously injured pedestrians 

occurred along divided roadways 

Pedestrians – Where? 
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Pedestrians – When? 
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Time of Day (Hour Beginning) 
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Pedestrians – When? 
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36% of pedestrian fatalities & 

17% of seriously injured pedestrians 

were impaired 
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% of Total Pedestrian Fatalities & Serious Injuries 

Pedestrians – Who? 
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% of Total Pedestrian Fatalities & Serious Injuries 

Pedestrians – Crash Conditions 
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2010 – 2014 Pedestrian Crashes* 

* Data not available prior to 2010 
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% of Total Pedestrian Fatalities & Serious Injuries 

Pedestrian Action Prior to Crash 
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2010 – 2014 Pedestrian Crashes* 

* Data not available prior to 2010 
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% of Total Pedestrian Fatalities & Serious Injuries 

Pedestrian Action at Time of Crash 



65% 

6% 

10% 

10% 

0 100 200 300 400

No Contributing Action

Failed to yield right of way

Ran Red Light

Ran Stop Sign

Disregard other traffic sign

Disregard other road markings

Exceeded authorized speed limit

Driving too fast for conditions

Improper backing

Failure to keep in proper lane

Ran off roadway

Operating vehicle aggressively**

Swerving*

Improper Passing

Other Contributing Action

Unknown

Number of Driver Contributing Circumstances 

* Swerving or avoiding due to wind, slippery surface, vehicle, object, non-motorist in roadway, etc. 

** Operating vehicle in erratic, reckless, careless, negligent  or aggressive manner 

No Contributing Action 

80% of drivers in pedestrian fatal crashes and  

57% of drivers in pedestrian serious injury crashes 
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% of Total Driver Contributing Circumstances 

8% of drivers in pedestrian 

fatal/serious injury crashes 

were 65 years old or older 

8% of drivers in pedestrian 

fatal/serious injury crashes 

were distracted drivers 

Driver Contributing Circumstances 



Strategies and Programs to Improve Pedestrian Safety 
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Strategies and Programs to Improve Pedestrian Safety 



Strategies to Improve Pedestrian Safety 

• Continue a multi-agency approach to address pedestrian safety issues 
• Develop and distribute consistent public information messages to increase public 

awareness and laws on pedestrian safety 
• Conduct high-visibility enforcement campaigns targeting both pedestrians and drivers to 

promote pedestrian safety 
• Improve infrastructure to reduce pedestrian exposure 
• Research and implement the latest pedestrian safety “best practice” treatments and 

devices 
• Conduct pedestrian safety audits at high-crash locations 
• Install effective countermeasures to improve pedestrian safety at high crash locations 
• Perform before/after studies to evaluate and identify the most effective pedestrian safety 

treatments 
• Ensure drivers education instructors emphasize vehicle-pedestrian laws in their lesson 

plans 
• Support legislative action to strengthen pedestrian safety laws and enforcement efforts 
• Develop policies and/or guidelines to support pedestrian safety measures 



 Chief Traffic Engineer – Mark Luszcz, P.E., PTOE 

– (302) 659-4062 

– Mark.Luszcz@state.de.us 

 

 Safety Program Manager – Adam Weiser, P.E., PTOE 

– (302) 659-4073 

– Adam.Weiser@state.de.us 

 

 Traffic Studies Manager – Peter Haag, P.E., PTOE 

– (302) 659-4084 

– Peter.Haag@state.de.us 

DelDOT Contacts: 

mailto:Mark.Luszcz@state.de.us
mailto:Adam.Weiser@state.de.us
mailto:Peter.Haag@state.de.us

